
By JACOB MARROCCO

Mayor Joseph Polisena
said Tuesday that Johnston
is ready to use its indoor
recreation center as a vacci-
nation pod once more doses
become readily available to
the town.

Polisena, who has been
administering vaccines and
received his second shot the
night of his interview with
the Sun Rise, said the town
has inoculated its first re-
sponders. He said he didn’t
experience any reaction to
the vaccine, and repeated
his endorsement that every-
one – especially those with
high-risk conditions – re-
ceive the shot when they be-
come eligible.

“I know some people are

anti-vaccine people, but I
mean, especially if you have
a compromised immune
system, you should get it,”
Polisena said. “I’ve been
participating in the vaccina-
tion clinics, and obviously
they want to make sure that
the vaccinators are protect-
ed, too, seeing as we run in-
to so many people … We
just don’t have the amount
of vaccine coming in that we
should have. Hopefully, that

will get straightened out.”
He said that while John-

ston Senior High School
would have been the origi-
nal site for a vaccination
pod, traffic concerns with
students in class could cause
a headache. The recreation
center offers plenty of park-
ing and about 27,000 square
feet of space, and it is easily
accessible for those with dis-
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‘Got to hang in there’
Pagliarini recovers after battling COVID, blood infection

By JACOB MARROCCO

Seemingly nothing can
stop Thomas Pagliarini, a
92-year-old Johnston fixture
who ran Central Nurseries
for more than six decades
after returning from the Ko-
rean War.

Pagliarini enlisted just a
couple months after the con-
flict began, being one of the
first soldiers sent out of the
Ocean State as part of the
445th Ordinance Ammuni-
tion Company. He earned a
gold seal at the Aberdeen
Proving Grounds Ammuni-
tion School, according to a
1991 program detailing his
service, and supervised
night operations in Hae-
unde.

“All the ammunition that
went on the front line had to
go through our train station,
and I came out of the serv-
ice, everything was fine,”
Pagliarini said during a joint
phone interview with his
daughter, Laurie, this week.

“It was really something
that I wouldn’t want to do
again, but it was quite an ex-
perience.”

He was released in 1952
after nearly two years in the
service, receiving his honor-
able discharge in August the
following year. Upon re-
turning home, he became a
partner with his father
Alessandro at the shop, be-
ginning a dedicated career
as an arborist that later saw
him become tree warden
and a conservation officer in
Johnston.

He remained active out-
side of the business, too,
serving on the town’s water
task force and helping to
build a system “that went
into effect and it led right up
to the Central Landfill.” He
also worked on the landfill’s
advisory board at the re-
quest of former Mayor
Ralph aRusso. 

He always had his nose to
the grindstone, but one per-
son was always there to

support him through his en-
deavors.

“I was pretty active. I was
a busy guy,” Pagliarini, who
retired in 1998, said. “Thank
God I had a real good wife
[Grace], she was an angel.
We were married for 62
years. I lost her three years
ago. A big loss. I’m manag-
ing that. I’m 92 years old,
and I’m coming through
some real tough times.”

Those tough times began
just a few weeks ago, when
Pagliarini was diagnosed
with coronavirus and bat-
tled pneumonia at Miriam
Hospital for more than a
week. He’s home recuperat-
ing with Laurie now, but
he’s also staving off a mRSA
blood infection – though his
daughter said that ailment
is “on its way out.”

“He’s beating it all,” Lau-
rie said. “It basically hap-
pened all together. It all just
came together and the doc-
tor just thinks that it was be-
cause he was battling so

much that things kind of
took a turn for the worse
there. He’s doing pretty
good.”

He may be out of the
woods, but Thomas
Pagliarini cautioned readers
to take the disease seriously.
He said fending off COVID-
19 was “one of the worst ex-
periences I’ve ever had.” 

“And I tell you, anybody
gets that COVID, they’ve
got to hang in there,” he
said. “They’ve got to fight it.
They’ve got to fight it. It
won’t go away by itself,
you’ve got to help. You start
getting depressed, you start
to lose it, but I stuck with it
and unfortunately I had
pneumonia on top of that,
but I’m home now. I’m liv-
ing with my daughter, she’s
taking real good care of
me.”

He said he was enjoying
retirement for two decades
and remainingFAMILY FIRST: Thomas’s daughter Laurie has been help-

ing him recuperate after battling both coronavirus and a
mRSA blood infection. (Photo courtesy Laurie Pagliarini) PAGLIARINI - PAGE 5■

With pantry, Pietros aims to help those experiencing food insecurity

FULLY STOCKED: Mark Pietros’s office pantry has plenty of food
ready for those in need. (Photo courtesy Mark Pietros)

By JACOB MARROCCO

Mark Pietros knows what it’s
like to experience food insecurity,
growing up a single-parent house-
hold where times were tough.

“That was me when I was a
kid,” he said. “At the time, I was
the kid and I was in the family
with need, and now I’m able to
help and give back to other peo-
ple, which is just phenomenal.”

Now the Johnston Little League
president is aiding those experi-
encing similar hardships with a
food pantry run out of his office.
He said Johnston has always had
“great community spirit,” which is
on full display as the food and
monetary donations have poured
in.

He said he never realized the
breadth of the food insecurity
problem in town until he started
talking to some fellow residents,
which inspired him to take action

for those struggling to put dinner
on the table.

“When people’s neighbors are in
need in Johnston that there’s al-
ways somebody there that will
lend a helping hand and help a
neighbor out,” Pietros said during
a phone interview on Tuesday.
“I’ve actually said that if we all
just helped our neighbor out, then
we would never need anything
and that the world would be a bet-
ter place if we could all just help
our neighbor, and so that’s what
I’m trying to do.”

The generosity isn’t just limited
to Johnston, either. Pietros said he
had heard about kids in town who
were “really in some need,” so he
decided to spearhead an effort that
has gone somewhat national.

“That’s kind of how that came
about. I had been working with
[former Dist. 43 state Rep. candi-
date] Melinda Lopez a little bit,
she does a lot with the local school

pantries, and one time when I was
donating to her, we started talking
about the need in the town,” Piet-
ros said. “We posted some things
on Facebook, and so now I’ve got-
ten some donations from as far
away as Orlando, Florida, right
now.”

That surprised Pietros, who said
some of the money has gone to-
ward purchasing jackets, gloves
and hats for students at the
William D’Abate School in Provi-
dence. He said he has also net-
worked with plenty of new people
and that the experience overall has
been “really great.”

“It probably shouldn’t [surprise
me] because it seems like when
people call out and say, ‘Hey, I
need help with something,’ that,
you know, your neighbors, your
friends, friends of friends, are al-
ways there to help with kind of
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Polisena: Rec center could become vaccination pod
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Speaker outlines litany of issues,
topped by vaccine distribution
By JOHN HOWELL

If members of the Rotary
Club of Warwick hoped for
a rosy picture of the state of
the state, they didn’t get it
Thursday afternoon from
House Speaker K. Joseph
Shekarchi.

Shekarchi put response to
the pandemic and in partic-
ular distribution of the vac-
cine as the most pressing is-
sue in a long line of con-
cerns dominated by state fi-
nances. Calling himself an
eternal optimist, Shekarchi
is hopeful of returning to
something reflective of
“normal” State House oper-

ations by June.
One definitive piece of

good news over efforts to
balance the state budget is
that the gantries used to toll
trucks won’t be used for car
tolls. But other avenues of
raising funds, from an in-

crease in the gasoline tax to
higher taxes on high-income
earners and higher transfer
fees on home sales exceed-
ing $500,000, are on the
table. Shekarchi also expects
an increase in the minimum
hourly wage to be a major
issue in the upcoming ses-
sion of the General Assem-
bly.

And while Shekarchi
agreed with club members
that new taxes and an in-
crease in the minimum
wage could adversely im-
pact business, causing them
to close or leave the state,
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SHEKARCHI



The Police Log is a digest of
reports provided by the John-
ston Police, Rhode Island State
Police and other departments.

STOLEN VEHICLE

Patrolmen Arthur Pet-
teruti and Thomas Pederzani
and Detective Anthony Sas-
so responded to Sky View
Motor Inn at 2880 Hartford
Ave. on the morning of Jan.
24 in reference to the well be-
ing of animals inside a vehi-
cle.

Upon arrival, Petteruti
said he was greeted by
Michael Fitts, 66, of Lake
Wylie, South Carolina. Pet-
teruti said Fitts told him that
the cats in the vehicle were
his and he was attempting to
find a shelter for them. He
had been residing in his
room for between three and
four days.

Petteruti conducted a
records check for Fitts, which
showed an active warrant
out of South Carolina for
unauthorized use of a motor
vehicle, but the warrant was
not extraditable. A DMV
check showed that the vehi-
cle was entered into the sys-
tem as stolen, and it was lat-
er towed away.

While on scene, Petteruti
observed that Fitts had phys-
ical possession of the igni-
tion keys in his pocket, and
saw him remove his belong-
ings from the vehicle. Fitts
was arrested on a charge of
felony possession of a motor
vehicle.

Fitts was arraigned and re-
leased on $5,000 personal re-
cognizance bail with a Third
Division District Court date
of April 23.

DUI

Sgt. Remy Mendez and
Patrolman Robert Cardoza
responded to 2343 Plainfield
St. on the afternoon of Jan. 22
for a report of disorderly
conduct.

Upon arrival, Cardoza
said he spoke with the al-
leged victim, who said he
had responded to the afore-
mentioned address to re-
trieve a vehicle from Jeffrey
Lapointe, 65, 2 Chapel Lane,
Lincoln, who had been doing
repairs on his car. The man
said that when he met La-
pointe, he could smell alco-
hol in the car and saw three
empty beer containers in
plain sight.

At that time, the man be-
came irate and opened the
driver’s side door, ordering
Lapointe to “get the [exple-
tive] out of my car.” Cardoza
said the man told him that
Lapointe became angry and

reversed the vehicle while
the driver’s side door was
still open and nearly struck
him with it. Lapointe then
left the scene at a high rate of
speed, and the man said that
as he attempted to leave the
property, the vehicle
swerved and crashed into
the front left corner and ex-
cavator. Cardoza wrote that
it caused damage to the dri-
ver’s side front bumper and
quarter panel of the vehicle,
while the excavator was not
damaged.

Cardoza said he and
Mendez found Lapointe lay-
ing in mud attempting to
hide under a construction
trailer. While speaking with
him later, Cardoza said he
detected the odor of alcohol
emanating from Lapointe’s
breath. He said Lapointe’s
eyes were bloodshot and his
speech was slurred and
mumbled. Lapointe was also
swaying from side to side
and his feet were unsteady
while walking.

When asked if he had con-
sumed any alcoholic bever-
ages that day, he reportedly
said, “I had about two or
three beers this morning.”
He is said to have agreed to
undergo a series of standard-
ized field sobriety tests, but
was unable to complete the
horizontal gaze test and
could not participate in nei-
ther the walk-and-turn nor
the one-leg stand because of
a recent surgery.

Lapointe was arrested and
charged with driving under
the influence, fist offense, .15
or greater. He was issued a
Third Division District Court
summons for Feb. 2.

SHOPLIFTING

Patrolman Thomas Ped-
erzani and several other offi-
cers were dispatched to
Home Depot for a larceny in
progress on the afternoon of
Jan. 24.

Prior to arrival on the
scene, Michael Alemu, 26,
Townsend, Massachusetts,
was detained. On the scene,
Pederzani met with the re-
porting party, a prevention
loss officer with Home De-
pot, who said that she wit-
nessed Alemu removing
multiple tools from the hard-
ware section of the store via
video surveillance. The re-
porting party said she ob-
served Alemu pacing tools in
a box that was labeled mail-
box kit, which he had taken
from the store, in an attempt
to conceal the property.

She told Pederzani that
she watched Alemu load up
the items in a cart in the store
and eventually exit, passing
all points of purchase. She al-
so observed him flee the
scene with the stolen proper-
ty.

All of the stolen property
was returned back to Home
Depot personnel. A Division
of Motor Vehicles check later
revealed that Alemu’s li-
cense was suspended. He
was charged with misde-
meanor shoplifting and driv-
ing with a suspended li-
cense, a violation. Alemu
was released with two Third
Division District Court sum-
monses to appear May 17.

SUSPENDED LICENSE

Patrolwoman Ashley
Vanbemmelen was conduct-
ing a routine patrol on Hart-
ford Avenue on the morning
of Jan. 19 when she saw a ve-
hicle stopped in the travel
lane, allowing other mo-
torists to pass in front of her.

The registration plate
came back suspended, and
Vanbemmelen conducted a
motor vehicle stop to speak
with the driver, identified as
Shantel Thornton, 31, 10
Nestor St., West Warwick.
Vanbemmelen later discov-
ered that Thornton’s license
was suspended earlier this
month, and checks revealed
this was her third offense.

After advising Thornton
that she was under arrest for
diving with a suspended li-
cense, she began to argue
that she had already paid her
fines. She presented Vanbe-
mmelen with a court receipt
that she paid her fines Dec.
30, but she never responded
to the Division of Motor Ve-
hicles to have her license re-
instated. She said she did not
have an upcoming appoint-
ment either. She was later re-
leased with a Third Division
District Court notice to ap-
pear.

***

Patrolmen Manuel Perez
and Arthur Petteruti were
patrolling the area of 1569
Plainfield St. on the morning
of Jan. 20 when Perez noticed
a vehicle with no front regis-
tration plate.

He conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop and spoke with the
driver, Johnjahhaas Delgado,
25, 92 Murray St., Provi-
dence. Checks showed that
Delgado’s license was sus-
pended, and this would be
his third or subsequent of-
fense. He was arrested and
released from the scene with
a Third Division District
Court summons to appear
May 10.

DRIVING WITHOUT 
A LICENSE

Patrolmen Michael Schi-
appa and Nicholas Manoc-
chio observed a car with
dark window tint on all of its
windows, including the
front windshield, on the
morning of Jan. 20.

Schiappa conducted a mo-
tor vehicle stop in the area of
71 Greenville Ave., and upon
approaching the vehicle he
spoke with the driver, identi-
fied as Erick Perez, 34, 1485
High St., Central Falls. Perez
told Schiappa he did not
have an active driver’s li-
cense and had more than
three previous convictions
for operating a vehicle with-
out one. Perez received a
Third Division District sum-
mons to appear Feb. 25.

WARRANT

Patrolwoman Ashley
Vanbemmelen was on a
fixed post on Robert Circle
on the evening of Jan. 22
when she saw a vehicle with
a Maine registration plate
traveling northbound at a
high rate of speed.

She conducted a motor ve-
hicle stop on Simmonsville
Avenue, where she spoke
with the operator, identified
as Kevin Conklin, 31, 40 Bak-
er St., Warwick. Conklin ad-
vised that his license was
suspended, and a records
check showed he did not
have an active license. He
did, though, have three prior
convictions for driving with
a suspended license. Vanbe-
mmelen wrote that Conklin
also had an active bench
warrant stemming from a
charge of driving with a sus-
pended license. He was ar-
rested and later issued a
Third Division District Court
notice to appear May 17.
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Grieco Auto Group restores JPD response vehicle
Johnston Police Depart-

ment detectives are now
riding in style thanks to
the efforts of Grieco Auto
Group.

Since 2005, the depart-
ment has used a GMC Sa-
vana utility van as its Bu-
reau of Criminal Identifica-
tion response vehicle to in-
vestigate crimes. The van
is used at crime scenes to
hold supplies and equip-
ment used during the in-
vestigation process, such
as a fuming booth to locate
fingerprints or to provide
power to locations without
any available.

While the van only has
about 15,000 miles on its
odometer and was main-
tained in great working or-
der, its exterior had seen
better days. Paint was
peeling off the van’s hood
and sides, and rust had ap-
peared on its doors and
wheel wells.

Rather than purchase a
new vehicle, the depart-

ment explored restoring
what they had.

“The refurbishing of the
van comes at a time when
you need to maximize your
resources,” Johnston Police
Chief Joseph Razza said.
“It allows our dedicated
officers to maximize their
efforts.”

Members of the depart-
ment then reached out to
Grieco Auto Group to see if
repairs could be done.

“We have a long relation-
ship with the department
here in town, and we made
a decision to donate to the
town so that they would
continue to have some-
thing this size to use to
move material around,”
said Robert McAuliffe II,
executive manager of
Grieco Auto Group in
Johnston.

According to McAuliffe
and Harold Cimorelli Jr.,
general manager of Grieco
Collision, the van required
a complete strip-down of

the exterior of the vehicle
and its hardware, along
with some additional inte-
rior work, with attention
paid to areas that had rust-
ed. The van was then com-
pletely painted in a matte
black finish. In total, the
project cost approximately
$10,000. 

“We’re very ecstatic that
the project is done and that
we’re able to give it to the
officers to use,” McAuliffe
said.

With the restoration
complete, the department
has already put the van to
use.

“It is always reassuring
to know that our local
businesses are ready to
answer the call and aid
the Johnston Police De-
partment and the entire
community,” Chief Razza
said. “We truly appreciate
the Grieco family’s gen-
erosity and their commit-
ment to this restoration
project.”

TIRED APPEARANCE: This GMC Savana utility van used by Johnston Police detectives, pictured several
years ago, was in desperate need of an exterior restoration.

GOOD AS NEW: The Johnston Police Department’s Bureau of Criminal Identification
response vehicle now sports a new matte black finish courtesy of Grieco Auto Group.

BACK IN SERVICE: Johnston Police Chief Joseph Razza is joined
by Harold Cimorelli Jr. and Robert McAuliffe II of Grieco Auto
Group, who presented the keys to the newly refurbished Bureau of
Criminal Identification response vehicle. (Submitted photos)
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BANKRUPTCY
 Flat $95000 Atty. Fee

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
Payment Plan Available

Attorney David B. Hathaway
Former Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee

401-738-3030
dave@ribankruptcy.net

This firm is a debt relief agency

Johnston 
Sun Rise

Call 401.239.1800 
for Same Day Appointments

AspireDermatology.com

ATWOOD MEDICAL CENTER
1524 Atwood Avenue, Suite 321, Johnston, RI 02919

Dr. Sarah Belden
DO, FAAD

Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Amylynne Frankel April Brosnan
FNP-C

Providing Surgical, Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Dr. Jason Michaels
MD, FAAD, Mohs Surgeon

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

MIGHTY MUSIC MEN: The JHS Music Room was filled with some talented troupers like Schools Superintendent Dr.
Bernard DiLullo on the big bass drum, state Sen. Frank Lombardo on chimes and Johnston Fire Lt. Jon Pistacchio on
guitar. Collectively, they provided valuable prizes for the upcoming Crazy Raffle.

Plenty to prizes to be won
during first-ever Crazy Raffle

By PETE FONTAINE

It doesn’t have one of
those Powerball jackpots,
but the Johnston Music
Association’s Crazy Raffle
offers players a chance to
win everything from cash
to hotel stays, restaurant
gift cards and even $50 to-
ward food shopping.

“The community has re-
ally rallied around the raf-
fle!” exclaimed Ronald
Lamoureux, the director
of the award-winning
Johnson High School Mu-
sic Department. “And by
the way, that includes
everyone from business
owners to our valuable
town [and state] leaders.”

In all, the 2021 Johnston
School Music Associa-
tion’s Crazy Raffle fea-
tures 55 prizes that will be
drawn every day through-
out February. Each day’s
winners, Lamoureux and
JHS Choral Director Matt
Gingras announced, “will
be listed in each week’s

Friday edition of the John-
ston Sun Rise.”

It all starts Wednesday,
Feb. 1, with two drawings
– a $25 cash prize donated
by CFS and a room for
two at Ocean State Escape.

It’s easy to se why
everyone is excited about
the raffle, as it will pro-
duce some much-needed
revenue for the nonprofit.
Last year ’s first-ever Card
Raffle was wiped out be-
cause of COVID-19.

“If anyone needs some
quality home items, our
raffle has a prize for a $50
gift card to Bed, Bath &
Beyond,” Lamoureux said
while previewing the list.
“We have foursomes to
golf courses, lots of gift
cards to Dunkin Donuts
and places like Nino’s Piz-
za and Atwood Grill … a
new prize or prizes will be
drawn each day.”

With that, Lamoureux
touted what he called “ex-
ceptional giving” from
everyone from the John-

ston School Committee,
headed by Chairman
Robert LaFazia, to Town
Council President Robert
V. Russo, council mem-
bers Robert J. Civetti and
Linda Folcarelli, and
Johnston state Sen. Frank
Lombardo III, who in
year ’s past has donated
everything from girls’ and
boys’ bicycles to toys for
the Johnston Firefighters
Toys for Tots Drive.

There are four prizes
valued at $100 each,
which will be drawn be-
tween Feb. 6-17 courtesy
of Walmart, the Johnston
School Committee, Russo
and the Johnston firefight-
ers.

On Valentine’s Day,
there will be just four win-
ners for special packages
beginning with Stamp
Farm milk and eggs gift
pack and a $50 Stop &
Shop Card; $20 each to
Brewed Awakenings and
English Muffin, and $15 to
Top Nail; $50 to Dave’s

Marketplace; and $100 in
cash from the town’s fire-
fighters.

“We have calendar
cards printed and each to
sell,” Lamoureux offered
to those looking to sup-
port the raffle. “We’re
selling the cards for only
$10 each; we’re inviting
Johnstonians to purchase
a card and win some
valuable prizes that in the
end will help support our
Music Association and
the many talented musi-
cians and vocalists we
have in our programs at
JHS.”

There is no limit to just
how many Crazy Raffle
cards a person can pur-
chase, and people inter-
ested in supporting the ef-
fort should call 401-233-
1920, ext. 2102; send a fax
to 401-233-0031; or contact
Lamoureux at rlam-
o u r e u x @ j o h n s t o n -
schools.org or Gingras at
m g i n g r a s @ j o h n s t o n -
schools.org.

PERCUSSIONISTS PLUS: Johnston Town Council President Robert V. Russo, left, and School Committee Chairman
Robert LaFazia were drumming up business earlier this week for the Johnston School Music Association’s prize-filled
Crazy Raffle. Meanwhile, District 1 Town Councilwoman Linda Folcarelli provided some backup notes. (Sun Rise pho-
tos by Pete Fontaine)



disabilities.
“I know that our fire-

fighters are ready in John-
ston. I know that [Police]
Chief [Joseph] Razza is
ready and prepared for
when we start to do our
pods. We may be looking at
our new recreational center
to use as a vaccination site,”
Polisena said. “I had spo-
ken with Chief Razza –
technically the high school
is supposed to be the pod,
but if the kids are back in
school, it’s going to make it
difficult with all the traffic
and everything.”

Polisena said that the
firefighters and police offi-
cers in town are ready to
help administer vaccines
when the time comes, but
he urged Johnston residents
to volunteer as well. Their
duties would include guid-
ing patients inside the cen-
ter and directing them
where to go for shots and
their 15-minute observation
period afterward.

The town, much like the
rest of the state, will need
more doses delivered to mo-
bilize the center. Polisena, a
senior advisor on Lt. Gov.
Dan McKee’s transition
team, said he has faith in the
governor-in-waiting to
“continue the progress.” He
also expressed confidence in
the state’s congressional
delegation to ensure the
Ocean State gets more vac-
cine, especially as more
pharmaceutical companies
get their offerings ap-
proved.

“They’ll go into more peo-
ple’s arms as they get it, but
if you don’t have it, you
can’t give it. That’s the prob-
lem,” Polisena said. “[The
congressional delegation
has] got a push on to make
sure that we get more vac-
cines. That’s important. It’ll
get done, but in order for it
to get done properly we

need the vaccine, and like I
said, I really feel confident
in Dan McKee’s leadership
and his ability to ensure the
people are protected.”

He said he has been on
the phone with the Depart-
ment of Health every other
day checking on the status
of receiving more doses.
Johnston has been one of the
communities hit hardest by
coronavirus. The town’s 23
percent positivity rate is sec-
ond in the state, behind only
Central Falls at 30 percent.

Later in the day Tuesday,
several national outlets re-
ported that President Joe
Biden’s administration
would increase states’ vac-
cine supplies by 15 percent
next week.

“There was one day, I get
in at 5:30 in the morning, I
left at about a quarter of 5
that day. I didn’t leave the
office, [the Fire Department]
went on 18 positive COVID
cases, so we have a high rate
in Johnston,” Polisena said.

Polisena said McKee
“wants to make sure that
the rollout is smooth and
steady” as he inherits the
state’s vaccination program
from outgoing Gov. Gina
Raimondo. Polisena said
scientists and health ex-
perts should determine the
next phases of inoculation,
adding that Raimondo is
“leaving behind a very
good cadre of doctors” in-
cluding DOH Director Dr.
Nicole Alexander Scott.

McKee has made waves
in the press recently for
suggesting that teachers be
given priority for the vac-
cine, resulting in some
pushback from workers in
other industries. He also is
looking to follow the CDC
recommendation of starting
with seniors 65 and older,
rather than 75, Polisena
said.

“I don’t see it as a prob-
lem,” Polisena said of the
rollout. “We did the H1N1
[vaccine] years ago, and
that was really flawless, no

hiccups there, and the prob-
lem is – as Gov. McKee said
– it’s the vaccine coming in.
There’s only 14,000 vac-
cines coming in a week
with 1,050,000 people. If
half the people wanted to
get vaccinated, it could take
some time. I know that the
lieutenant governor’s been
working on it to get more
vaccines in the state.”

Polisena, a longtime con-
fidant of McKee, shed a bit
of light on the process of
filling the lieutenant gover-
nor’s vacant seat. A website
was announced Tuesday al-
lowing interested appli-
cants to submit their candi-
dacy for the job. Polisena
said McKee will let him and
the committee know when
interviews can be sched-
uled, adding that it is all
going through the lieu-
tenant governor’s office.

“I’m just taking orders,”
Polisena said. “I assume
he’s going to set a deadline,
and once all the letters are
in we’ll be instructed by
[transition chair] Joe Rodio.
He’s the chair of the transi-
tion team, he’ll instruct us
on the names and so forth
on that. Through the lieu-
tenant governor’s office,
the time and meetings will
be set up with the prospec-
tive people that are interest-
ed.”

Polisena was pleased
with the makeup of McK-
ee’s transition team, saying
he assembled a “very di-
verse group of people” that
represent the “face of
Rhode Island.”

“He’s got a very diverse
transition team that are go-
ing to look at everything
and send him the report,
and the final decision will
be made by Gov. McKee,
because he has to live with
the decision he makes.
We’ve got a very well
rounded, very diverse
group of people, also we’ve
got some very smart people
on there – I’m not saying
me,” Polisena said with a

laugh. “But he’s got some
really bright people on it.
Joe Rodio Jr. was an excel-
lent choice, because you
need someone with a legal
background.”
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■ Pod
(Continued from page 1)

“community-minded,” until
“this bug came along.” He
has therapists and a nurse
dropping by the home a few
days every week to help his
recovery.

“They work on me and
they keep me going. I’m en-
joying what life I have left.
Ninety-two years I’ve been
around this place, but I
know one thing – I still
know what time it is,” he
said with a laugh.

Pagliarini has put in his

time for Johnston, and the
state as a whole, over the
decades. He’s worked
fundraisers for the American
Heart Association, served as
area chairman for the
Woonasquatucket unit of the
American Cancer Society
and was previously the pres-
ident of the Rhode Island
Nurserymen’s Association.

His list of accomplish-
ments could fill a book, but
he’s especially proud of his
1991 award as one of the
“outstanding entrepre-
neurs” in Rhode Island.
Pagliarini purchased Mor-
gan Mills – at the time, a

150-year-old centerpiece of
Rhode Island’s Industrial
Revolution – in two sepa-
rate transactions, first in
1969 and then in 1971. It was
passed from the Sprague
family through a couple
other owners before
Pagliarini bought it from a
private resident in Johnston
and redeveloped the busi-
ness park.

“I maintained the name to
keep the history, I named the
street Morgan Mill Road. I
thought that was quite an
accomplishment,” Pagliarini
said. “The American Indus-
trial Revolution started here

in Rhode Island, in Paw-
tucket. That was quite a
thing for me, that made me
feel great. I did something I
thought was real worthy.”

Throughout all of his suc-
cesses, the one constant for
Pagliarini has been family.
He can’t be stopped as long
as they are by his side, and
one doesn’t have to look any
further than the name of his
company – Val-Gioia Prop-
erties – to see that love and
commitment.

“He named that after my
two daughters – one’s
named Gioia and one’s
Valentina,” Laurie said.

■ Pagliarini
(Continued from page 1)

‘Prayer and faith’
Mabel “Betty” Kaye, of Johnston, was born Jan. 20, 1921,
and enjoys a wonderful and full life as she celebrates her
100th birthday.
Family, friends and residents of Stillwater Senior Living
paid tribute to her as she became the newest member of
Rhode Island’s Centenarian Club.
Born a century ago to Harry Taudvin and Mabel LaPrade,
she grew up on the Belknap Farm which was on the cor-
ner of Pine Hill and Greenville avenues.
She has two sons and one daughter, six grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.
She was very active with the Belknap Community Church
and attended school at the Belknap schoolhouse, which is
now the Johnston Land Trust building. She spends many
hours knitting, reading and keeping active with a sharp
mind.
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SUN RISE SCOOPS

By MERI R. KENNEDY

NAMI-RI 
Family-to-Family course

The local chapter of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness is now accepting regis-
tration for its virtual Family-
to-Family course, which be-
gins Feb. 24.

This is a free, eight-session
educational program for fam-
ily members, significant oth-
ers and friends of people with
mental health conditions. It is
a designated evidenced-
based program, which means
that research shows the pro-
gram significantly improves
the coping and problem-solv-
ing abilities of the people
closest to a person with a
mental health condition.

NAMI Rhode Island’s
Family-to-Family course is
taught by trained family
members who have lived ex-
perience, and includes pre-
sentations, discussions and
interactive exercises.

For more information on
the Family-to-Family curricu-
lum and registration require-
ments, visit namirhodeis-
land.org or call 331-3060.

Craft and arts kits 
available for pickup

The Mohr Library now has

winter and Groundhog Day
craft and art kits available for
children that may be picked
up. Email Ms. Meri at
Meri@mohrlibrary.org to re-
serve one.

Johnston Senior Center 
offers services

If you need any help with
heating, housing and more
during this cold winter or
any other time, contact the
Johnston Senior Center Social
Services Deptartment by call-
ing 944-3343. Madeline or
Amy will be happy to help
you.

ARTS Scholarships 
available

Applications are now
available at ppacri.org/artss-
cholarships for the 2021
ARTS Scholarships Program.
This year marks the pro-
gram’s 25th anniversary!
Since 1996, the program has
awarded 700 arts scholar-
ships.

The ARTS Scholarships
2021 program, sponsored by
The Textron Charitable Trust
and the PPAC Annual Fund
Donors with support from
WPRI 12, awards up to $500
in financial assistance to each
of the 30 talented Rhode Is-
land students selected as re-

cipients. Qualified students
must be age 11-14 by June 1,
2021, and reside in and attend
school in Rhode Island.

These scholarships offer
young artists an opportunity
to participate in local summer
arts education programs that
will broaden each student’s
experience in their chosen
area of study.

Careers at the zoo

CCAP’s “Jump Start” Real
Jobs training program will
host a workshop on Tuesday,
Feb. 9, from 3:15 to 4 p.m. The
career industry for the month
is Roger Williams Park Zoo,
and guest speakers will be
presenting to youth about the
industry and upcoming free
training programs.

Gift cards given to all par-
ticipants upon completion of
the workshop. It will be host-
ed remotely via Zoom.

Sign up today by calling
the Cranston Skills & Youth
Center at 525-0869.

Support the Johnston 
Historical Society

The Johnston Historical So-
ciety has T-shirts available for
sale in sizes small through ex-
tra large in slate blue, sand
and a few in light green.

The JHS is an all-volunteer

organization. Its museum is
not staffed, but they are hap-
py to open up by appoint-
ment for a tour of the muse-
um, the house, and to pur-
chase T-shirts and copies of
books.

Call 231-3380 and leave a
message with the color and
size you would like.

News from the Mohr
Memorial Library

The fine free period for all
Rhode Island public li-
braries has been extended to
March 1, 2021. However, if
you have overdue books,
please bring them back so
other patrons can enjoy
them.

Zoom-ba program

The MS Dream Center
will offer a virtual Chair
Zoom-ba Program spon-
sored by Maguire Disability
Law, with the class being in-
structed by Michelle Calise.

Classes will be offered na-
tionally on Mondays at 1
p.m. and Saturdays at 11
a.m. for people with MS and
their loved ones. There is no
fee to participate and classes
can accommodate up to 100
on a first come, first serve
basis.

Please contact Anne at

anne@msdreamcenter.org to
register for the classes and to
complete a signed liability
waiver, which is required of
all participants.

The MS Dream Center
provides a dedicated re-
source and support facility
in which people living with
multiple sclerosis, and their
care partners, may engage in
a wide variety of interactive
social and educational activ-
ities, workshops and thera-
pies. The MS Dream Cen-
ter’s goal is to bring aware-
ness to the disease and reach
out to those living with it,
empowering them and of-
fering important respite op-
portunities for care partners.

Troop 22 looking 
for Scouts

Boy Scout Troop 22
Cranston is looking for new
Scouts. Following all the
BSA and state of Rhode Is-
land safety protocols, the
troop is meeting, hiking and
camping. It has a full sched-
ule of activities planned for
the 2020-21 program year.
Troop 22 is affiliated with
girls’ Troop 13-G, which is
also looking for new mem-
bers. Both units meet at the
Edgewood Congregational
Church, 1788 Broad St., at 7
p.m. on most Thursdays.

The program is for youth
ages 11 to 18. For younger
children, Troop 22 also has a
relationship with Cub Scout
Pack 2 Cranston. Anyone in-
terested is invited to call
Paul Kelley at 401-595-6726
for more information.

Teen virtual 
programming 

during COVID-19

The Mohr Library is current-
ly offering virtual versions of
some of its teen programs as
well as drop-in chats. They are
all invite-only programs, so
please contact the teen librari-
an at marissa@mohrlibrary.org
to register or if you have any
questions.

Art Club meets every
Tuesday at 3 p.m. History
Club meets monthly on the
first Wednesday at 3 p.m.
Drop-in chat days differ
weekly, so please ask when
registering.

SunriseScoops@aol.com.
Photos in jpg format are accept-
ed and news can include com-
munity events, promotions, ac-
ademic news and nonprofit
events. Email today and see
your news in our column in the
Johnston Sun Rise. Please in-
clude a daytime telephone num-
ber in case we require any fur-
ther information.
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Patience a virtue, 
especially with vaccine

If you thought waiting in a long line to renew our
license at the DMV makes us impatient and irrita-
ble, we shudder to imagine how angry and tense

the next few months may become as vulnerable popu-
lations – and those just hoping to reclaim some nor-
malcy in their daily lives – await their turn to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine.

We have been critical of the prior presidential admin-
istration on numerous occasions throughout the past
four years for a lack of accountability, a lack of trans-
parency and a complete lack of perspective. We are
now fully recognizing the consequences of those loath-
some qualities, which fully coalesced into a lethal com-
bination of indifference and incompetency that turned
simple mask wearing into a senseless political debate,
allowed the virus to surge uncontrollably, and has con-
tributed to an astronomical death toll that continues to
rise.

And now, even as a new administration has taken
charge and is seeking to address the problem with a
gusto that would have been greatly beneficial over a
year ago, the implications of having a federal govern-
ment devoid of checks, balances or public scrutiny
wielding power in the midst of a global pandemic is
rearing its head in another grave manner.

Against all odds, we have viable vaccines to prevent
the spread of this illness – and yet we cannot produce
or distribute that vaccine in numbers significant
enough to actually halt the progression of the disease in
a timely manner. States, including our own, are scratch-
ing their heads and wondering why they’re receiving
half or less than half of the doses they were told they’d
be receiving, resulting in the closing or postponing of
vaccination sites that should be working nonstop to in-
oculate as many people as possible each day.

Not even the new director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention can provide an answer on ex-
actly how many doses of vaccine is available nation-
wide, though it hardly seems fair to blame her – which
would be akin to scolding a restaurant’s evening man-
ager who just clocked in for not knowing how many
scrambled eggs were served at breakfast that morning.

It is important to remember that this issue is not real-
ly about logistics – we have professionals in this state
and across the country who are more than capable of
setting up vaccination centers and getting people inoc-
ulated. Rather, this problem stems from a complete lack
of federal leadership. It has become glaringly apparent
that, while the previous administration indeed made a
truly historic push to get a vaccine developed, there
was no actual plan for administering that vaccine once
it was accomplished. It is now up to President Biden
and his team, in accordance with individual state gov-
ernors, to pick up the pieces and coordinate what
should have been ready to be implemented months
ago.

This, of course, puts Lt. Gov. Daniel McKee in a very
precarious position – especially as his most recent ap-
pearance in newspaper headlines prior to Gov. Gina
Raimondo’s nomination as Commerce Secretary was
that he was unhappy with his lack of power to imple-
ment policies that were important to him and how Rai-
mondo was freezing him out.

He may come to regret the level of responsibility he
wished for, as he will now feel the full emotional
weight of a populace that is scared and increasingly
frustrated. His insistence that teachers and school staff
should be prioritized for vaccinations – while we have
no doubt came from the best of intentions – may do
nothing more at this moment in time than alienate oth-
er groups who rightfully think they should be priori-
tized, and further muddy the water of the vaccine roll-
out here in Rhode Island.

The fact remains that frontline health care workers
and the elderly – those who are astronomically more at
risk of developing a fatal reaction to COVID-19 –
should be the top priorities, full stop. There can be a
healthy debate about who gets the next spots in line be-
hind them, but that discussion should be held with the
full knowledge that it is purely hypothetical before we
even get enough doses to inoculate our most at-risk
people.

We can only plead for Rhode Islanders to exercise
more patience, understanding all too well how difficult
that is becoming as we have officially eclipsed the one-
year anniversary of the first COVID-19 case in the
country. Pushing and shoving and yelling at one an-
other won’t get your license renewed any faster, and it
won’t get you a vaccine, either. 

Music performance deserves as much 
of state’s attention as athletics

By DAVID NEVES

We are overjoyed that
state leaders have worked
with the RI Interscholastic
League to find safe ways
for our students to continue
playing sports this year. By
following the science, and
creating guidelines and
regulations that substan-
tially mitigate any possible
COVID-19 infection, they
have brought this critically
important activity back for
thousands of students. We
applaud this step.

Now, it’s time to bring
back music.

Today, thousands of stu-
dents, families and educa-
tors are frustrated and per-
plexed that state leaders
have not paid the same at-
tention to our schools’
bands, choruses and other
music groups. These are
equally important and vital
for the education and well-
being of thousands of stu-
dents. Last year, before the
pandemic, almost 25,000
students in our schools
were singing and playing
instruments throughout the
state every week. This year,
based on surveys of music
teachers in almost every
single school district, that
total is only a little over
7,700-a staggering 70 per-
cent reduction that reflects
a stunning failure by our
state’s leaders.

If students can play
sports, and adults can dine
out safely, we can use the
same science and mitiga-
tion to bring enrichment
and equity to students of
music. These strategies in-
clude mask wearing, dis-
tancing, and using large
spaces. Unfortunately,
RIDE’s guidelines specific

to music performance (now
a year old) were created
with no consultation with
the experts around music
performance: not music
teachers, not the Rhode Is-
land Music Education Asso-
ciation (RIMEA) and not
the National Association for
Music Education (NAFME).
Just as with athletics, there
are now scientifically
proven ways to mitigate,
and even practically elimi-
nate risk which should be
pursued.  Nationwide, and
even in a number of com-
munities in Rhode Island,
bands, choruses, orchestras
and other music perform-
ing ensembles are taking
place, using proven mitiga-
tion practices with no re-
ports of students becoming
infected as a result.

Restoring music per-
formance and the other arts
is vital, as they are the aca-
demic subjects that people,
and children in particular,
are turning to in order to
ease stress, find comfort,
and express feelings during
this challenging time.

RIMEA has repeatedly
sought to engage state lead-
ers to address the concerns
of students and parents
over the past year. Their
silent indifference was, and
is, disheartening.

Teachers and school ad-
ministrators should be pro-
vided with comprehensive
guidance for safe music ed-
ucation and performance,
based on the latest research.

It’s time for RIDE, RI-
DOH, and the Governor’s
Office to commit to equal
education for all students.
We ask that they do the
same for our students’ mu-
sic education as they did
for our student athletes.

Like sports, music per-
formance is not merely an
“enhancement.” For all stu-
dents, and especially for
those 25,000 students who
were playing and singing
in schools last year, their
bands, choruses, and other
music groups were often
the most important, mean-
ingful parts of their school
days, often providing a
path to the future via schol-
arships and academic op-
portunities.

Please join RIMEA in
asking that RIDE, RIDOH
and the Governor’s Office
to make a good faith effort
to adjust their guidance to
specifically allow for
bands, choruses and other

school performance groups
to be allowed to safely meet
and make music again.

It’s safe, it’s fair – and we
owe it to our students.

David Neves of Cranston
was the 2002 Rhode Island
Teacher of the Year, the super-
visor of music for 29 years in
Scituate, and the director of
fine and performing arts in
Needham, Massachusetts, for
12 years. He is currently the
music director of the Rhode Is-
land Philharmonic Youth
Wind Ensembles, coordinator
and professor of music educa-
tion at the University of
Rhode Island, and advocacy
chair for the Rhode Island
Music Education Association.
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whatever you need to do,
and so I really felt that going
through with this whole
thing that people were just
always there and willing to
help if somebody just said,
‘Hey, I need a hand with
something,’” Pietros said.

Those interested in donat-
ing or learning more about
the food pantry can call Piet-
ros at 401-533-0232. He said
he accepts cash donations
through the mobile app Ven-
mo, and food can be deliv-
ered to his office at 2 Morgan
Mill Road in Johnston. He
said he has been driving
around town some week-
ends to pick up packages and
offerings, but he is trying to
limit those excursions so
drop-off is preferable.

Pietros said he hasn’t been
able to spread the word
about his food pantry as ef-
fectively as he hoped. Some
folks have come in for food,
but he would like to see
more as he helps those in
similar situations he faced as
a kid.

“I don’t know if it’s embar-
rassment of people to come
forward or, I just know that
there’s a lot of need out there
and I have helped some peo-
ple, but I know there’s more
people than the amount of
people that I’ve helped al-
ready,” Pietros said. “Maybe
more people would see it,
plus we’re putting stuff on
social media sites and maybe
people don’t have access to
social media or maybe
they’re not on Facebook or
whatever. I called a couple of
local churches also to try to
get the word out.”
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small 
charge. The paper also places the obituary on our 
Web site, johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform 
your funeral director, or call Sue Howarth at 
(401) 732-3100 or email sueh@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. Obituary prices start 
at $50. You may place the obituary in any of our 
other newspapers for half price.                            Thank you.

Sheila A. Manney

Sheila A. Manney, profes-
sional clipper of coupons,
baker of cookies, terror be-
hind the wheel, champion of
the underdog, died on Mon-
day, January 25, 2021. She
was pre-deceased by her
husband John Manney. 

Sheila, along with her five
siblings, was born in 1935, to
Bernard and Meredith Mur-
rray, in Providence RI. She
grew up in a modest home
in Providence. Growing up
with very little taught her
how to turn a dime into a dollar, a skill at which she’d excel
her whole life. Sheila did not excel at suffering fools or hiding
her disdain for someone who acted like one. A voracious
reader, she loved mystery and sometimes semi-romance nov-
els and the odd political or wartime book. Later in life she
went back to school to become a Registered Nurse and pro-
ceeded to work many years at St. Josephs and Fatima hospi-
tal ER’s. Sheila had a busy life, but no matter what she was
doing she always had time to help someone. Her lifelong
hobbies included gardening, reading, looking for bargains at
the thrift store and complaining about all the useless politi-
cians, both local and national.  Sheila ate peanut butter, cin-
namon and jelly toast for breakfast for most of her 85 years of
life.  She often asked one of her children, “How can you eat
the same thing everyday?”  Irony was sometimes lost on her.

Sheila loved to volunteer and give back to the community.
She was a long time volunteer at the local library, holding
book sales to help pay for programs for the residents of John-
ston, which her children suspected was her way of having the
programs for free. She also managed a local community gar-
den for years, encouraging others to grow their own healthy
food. She freely shared her knowledge of gardening (and life)
to anyone who wanted to learn. Sheila left a legacy of caring
and compassionate children to continue her work on this
earth.  

Sheila is survived by her seven wonderful children (and
another one who turned out OK eventually).   Michaela, J.
Patrick, Matthew, David, Terence, Stephen, Jonathan and
Joseph. She loved them very much. Everything she did, she
did for her children and grandchildren. Unless it was bring-
ing treats two or three times a week to Operation Stand
Down Rhode Island where her other “children” worked.  She
loved visiting with the staff at OSDRI and they loved her as
much if not more. Sheila is survived by her seven grandchil-
dren: Brian, Jeremy, Leah, Kira, Lauren, Ryan and Jason.
While her sons growing up were unruly and prone to getting
in trouble, her granddaughters could do no wrong. She was
survived by her sister, Jean, and her brothers, David and
Michael and  Sheila is also survived by an incredible number
of close friends, who cannot be named for fear of missing
somebody. Sheila was predeceased by her brothers Lawrence
and Peter 

Sheila, ever the penny-pincher, decided to leave this world
during Covid-19, her children believe, to avoid paying for a
funeral. (If she knew what this obituary cost, she certainly
would have shortened it.  Sorry Mom, but this time we have
to be frivolous). But, on the other hand, she always said that
she “Didn’t want a funeral, she wanted an Irish wake.” She
didn’t want everybody moping around, she wanted a party.
Sheila will get her celebration of life this coming summer. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you do something
nice for somebody else unexpectedly, and without explana-
tion. We love you Mom.

Her arrangements have been entrusted to Family’s Choice
Cremation Inc.  8 Schoolhouse Road, Warren RI 02885 401-
337-5900.    Online condolences may be expressed at
www.familyschoicecremation.com.

Charles R. Papa

Charles R. Papa,
85, died Monday,
January 25, 2021. He
was the beloved
husband for 65
years of Victoria J.
(Kabbas) Papa, and

son of the late Frank L. and
Clara (Sepe) Papa. 

Charles had resided in
Johnston for 62 years, for-
merly residing in Cranston.
He was a tile installer for 60
years, and owner of C. P.
Tile Company. Charles was

also a night chef at Twin Oaks Restaurant for 20 years. He
had served in the Rhode Island Army National Guard for 32
years and served with the 152nd Fighter Squadron Crash
Rescue and with the 143rd Military Airlift Squadron. He
loved gardening, word search puzzles, talking on the phone
with his lifelong friends, and enjoyed going out to lunch
with family and friends. 

Besides his wife, he leaves three devoted daughters:
MaryAnn Carbone and husband, Robert, Frann DiMaio,
and Maria Maiello and husband Alfred. He was the loving
grandfather of J. Cortney Krupka (Stephen), Victoria Car-
bone, Giano Maiello, and the late Johna DiMaio. He was the
brother of Frank L. Papa, the late Peter, Pasco “Pat”, and
Joseph Papa.  He also leaves many cherished nieces and
nephews, and his beloved dogs, Leelee, Elton John, and
Mia.

His funeral will be private. To post a message of condo-
lences, and view the tribute video, visit TheQuinnFuneral-
Home.com.

Pantry
(Continued from page 1)

Assunta D’Ambra

Assunta (Grasso) D’Am-
bra, 94 of Warwick passed
away peacefully at her home
surrounded by her family in
a room full of love on January
21, 2021. She was the beloved
wife of the late Americo
D’Ambra. He was the love
of her life.

Born in Providence she
was the daughter of the late
Chiara Grasso (Melino) and
the late Rocco Grasso. As-
sunta, or Sue as she was
called, was an Administra-
tive Assistant at D’Ambra Construction for many years. Prior to
that she was employed by the Warwick School Department as
a lunch aid and for ARA Food services. In her younger years
she worked in the Plumbing Department at City Hall Hard-
ware in Providence. Her greatest job was that of raising her
family whom she loved endlessly.

She was the loving mother of Michael V. D’Ambra, (Patricia)
of South Kingstown, John A. D’Ambra, (Janet) of Johnston, the
late Mary Linda D’Ambra, Jerry A. D’Ambra Sr. Of Warwick,
and Lisa A. D’Ambra of Warwick. She was a loving grand-
mother to 12 grandchildren: Michael D’Ambra, Mary Ann
D’Ambra, Cindy D’Ambra, Robert D’Ambra, Jeffrey D’Ambra,
Melinda D’Ambra, McKayla D’Ambra, Jerry D’Ambra Jr.,
David D’Ambra, Daria D’Ambra, Holly Fricker and Brian
Burk. She also leaves 17 great-grandchildren: Michael A. D’Am-
bra, Joseph D’Ambra, Donald D’Ambra, Jane D’Ambra,
Alexandra D’Ambra, Johnny Carraturo, Joshua D’Ambra, Is-
abella D’Ambra, Robert D’Ambra, Jordan D’Ambra, Jaykob
D’Ambra, Morgan D’Ambra, Emersynn Bosart, Felicity Fricker,
Lanse Burk, and Myah and Mason Cabral. She also leaves
many nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her sis-
ters, Marie Restivo, Antonetta Grasso, and Rose Landry, her
brothers, Costanzo (Gus) Grasso, Santo Grasso, Saverio (Sam),
Grasso, Anthony Grasso, and John Grasso.

As much as we are saddened by her loss, we know she is
dancing with her husband who she has missed for 43 years.

We were able to keep her home because she had best care-
givers. Thank you Rosa, Theresa, Kayleigh and Michelle.
Thank you also to her nurse, Megan of Continuum. All of you
did the work of God helping to keep her healthy and at the end
keeping her comfortable. You will forever be in our hearts and
family, please know that Sue loved you all very much. Sue
touched everyone’s life in a positive way, her gentle smiles and
laughs and hugs will never be forgotten and will be missed
tremendously.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend her Mass of Chris-
tian Burial on Tuesday at 11 a.m. in Holy Ghost Church, 1
Knight St., Providence, (seating will be limited, social distanc-
ing and masks required). Burial will be private.

A Memorial Mass for her will take place once COVID atten-
dance restrictions are lifted and the date will be announced.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in her name to the
Rhode Island Brain and Spine Tumor Foundation, 118 Dudley
Street, Providence RI 02905. Visit NardolilloFH.com for online
condolences.

the speaker said with the
makeup of the General
Assembly has changed.

But foremost is the pan-
demic and the vaccine.

“The hottest issue that
we’re facing in the Gener-
al Assembly in the last
two weeks is the vaccine
distribution. Who’s get-
ting it? How come we
don’t have enough sup-
ply? What’s happening,”
the speaker said.

He added: “We never
were built for a pandem-
ic. We’re learning as we
go.”

Shekarchi said the state
was allocated to receive
30,000 doses of the vac-
cine every period, but the
amount is between 16,000
and 17,000 doses. “So,
we’re being under sup-
plied,” he said. “We’re
hopeful that will change.”

He said COVID has im-
pacted all aspects of life,
whether directly or indi-
rectly. Apart from the
state budget and rev-
enues, he said it has af-
fected “people’s jobs,
children in school, our
health, our family mem-
bers, our good friends. So
it’s a very real thing. And
people who say there’s no
such thing as COVID or
whatever – and they’re
out there, because they
write to me all the time
and email me asking,
‘When are we going to lift
the restrictions on the
gyms or … lift the restric-
tions on the businesses,
because there’s no such
thing as COVID, it’s just a
common cold.’ Well, it’s a
lot more than a common
cold.”

Shekarchi was slotted
to speak for 15 or 20 min-
utes during the club’s
weekly Zoom meeting.
He joined the group of 25
– including former War-
wick Mayor Scott Ave-
disian, who had tuned in
about 12:30 – and after a
20-minute summary of
State House events
opened it up to questions
and comments.

Shekarchi personally
knows many in the club.
He made a point of talk-
ing about Donald Morash,
a club member and War-
wick Realtor who died of
COVID in December.
Morash was active in the
community, and as chair-
man of the Warwick Zon-
ing Board of Review fre-
quently dealt with
Shekarchi as he represent-
ed developers seeking
zone changes and excep-
tions to the building
codes. Shekarchi was
pleased to learn of the
club’s plan to memorial-
ize Morash’s community
contributions.

After citing the need to
plug a projected $500 mil-
lion budget deficit, hopes
for federal assistance and
legislative pressures for
new taxes and a hike in
the minimum wage,
Shekarchi was asked if
truck tolls might be
broadened to include
cars.

“Absolutely, 100 per-
cent, no … that’s not an
area that we’re looking at
revenue. The law is very
clear on that, you have to

get approval from the
voters.” He called the
prospect of tolling cars a
“myth propagated” by
the trucking industry.

Shekarchi faces pres-
sure from legislators.

While he did not label
them as progressives, he
pointed out many new
members of the Assembly
have an agenda and un-
less they hear otherwise
from constituents they
will be pressing for those
agendas.

He said they want to
raise taxes to fund initia-
tives in a variety of areas,
from the environment to
education.

“Whether it’s raising a
gas tax or raising an in-
come tax, that is the pre-
vailing mantra of many of
the newer, younger mem-
bers of the General As-
sembly in both houses,
the Senate and the
House,” he said.

He added: “Everybody
has a difference of opin-
ion. But what I’m just try-
ing to emphasize is, if you
have a different opinion,
you just can’t be home,
calling up the speaker or
somebody or your local
rep and saying, ‘I don’t
want it.’ You need to get
active in the legislative
process. But you also
need to get active in the
electoral process.”

Marijuana and nursing
home caregivers were al-
so on Shekarchi’s list. He
noted that there has been
a big push to address the
legalization of recreation-
al marijuana. He didn’t
offer a guess how it
would turn out, rather
calling it a two-step
process.

“What we have to fig-
ure out first is, do we
want to legalize the recre-
ational use of marijuana?
And the second part of
that question, if we an-
swer yes, is how are we
going to regulate it? How
are we going to distribute
it, who’s going to do it …
[a] state system, a private
system, some kind of qua-
si-state private sector?”
he said.

He cited the medical
marijuana dispensaries,
the growers and the culti-
vators, concluding,
“everyone … seems to
have a stake in the mari-
juana game. And if we
make this decision, I look
at the fact that we have to
make it in a very careful
way that preserves the
best possible outcome for
the state.”

Asked about the transi-
tion from Gov. Gina Rai-
mondo to the incoming
administration of Lt. Gov.
Dan McKee, Shekarchi
forecast that it would
happen sooner than later,
with Raimondo’s State of
the State address on Feb.
3 being her final public
presentation as governor.
He’s optimistic over Mc-
Kee.

“He’s trying to do the
best thing. His passion, as
most of you all know, is
small business, which is
very appropriate … We
all want the same thing.
We may want to get there
differently, but we all
want to succeed. So, we
will look at the governor
and his appointments,”
he said.

■ Speaker
(Continued from page 1)

johnstonsunrise.net
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Sports

Lady Panthers look
to get in win column
By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston girls basket-
ball team is on the ropes ear-
ly this season, dropping its
first two games to Scituate,
58-31 and East Greenwich,
47-45.

The Panthers’ season was
supposed to tip off last Fri-
day evening, however, mo-
ments prior to the start of
the game, the contest was
postponed until Sunday. Sci-
tuate rolled in the win and
added to its win streak that
stretches all the way to 2019.

Johnston would have a
better performance the fol-
lowing game on the road

Patience key this
winter season

This past weekend
marked the official start to
the winter sports season,
ending the hiatus that be-
gan shortly before the holi-
days in November.

It was great to be back
out there and to reconnect
with some coaches and
players. It was different, as
it will be for the foresee-
able future, but something
is better than nothing.

The kids seemed to be
happy and having fun
which is the most impor-
tant part. At the high
school level, that is what it
is all about. It is great to see
kids getting to see their
friends, play their sports
and feel some sense of nor-

malcy. Especially for the
seniors, I am happy that
they are going to get to
have a final season of play.

Having said that though,
there was a sobering reality

My pitch

by 
ALEX SPON-

SELLER
SPORTS EDITOR

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

PITCH- PAGE 13■

Pirates hold
combine in
Johnston

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Providence Pirates,
who will be competing in
the American Basketball
Association, recently held
its second combine to
scout prospective players
at the Johnston Recreation
Center.

Rhode Island’s newest
professional sports team
looks forward to becoming

a pillar of the community
and has been actively
searching for local talent
on the court.

“Our business model is
to find regional talent. We
want to build our brand
with local, homegrown tal-
ent. This area is under-
recruited, there is incredi-
ble talent that doesn’t get
recognized for some

PANTHERS- PAGE 13■ PIRATES- PAGE 12■

EARNING A SPOT: Local basketball players compete
at the Pirates’ combine. (Submitted photos)

MAKING AN IMPACT: Johnston freshman Ava Waterman in a recent game. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

IN THE PAINT: Johnston’s
Hannah Calabro  plays de-
fense in the team’s season
opener.
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reason. This gives guys a chance to show-
case their skills and continue their basket-
ball journey,” said Pirates general manager
Paul Rogers.

The team held a combine back in October
and then one last week and scouted rough-
ly 50 players. Twenty-four players have
been selected to the training camp roster,
which will then be whittled down further
prior to the start of the inaugural season.

The season was slated to begin in Octo-
ber, but due to the pandemic, it was put on
hold for the time being. The Pirates hope
to see some exhibition play starting in
March.

“We try to be active on social media, we
already have a pretty large following. We
found a lot of the guys by doing that. We al-
so did an IGLive and a lot of the guys saw
that as well. There are some guys that have
played internationally but have not been
able to recently because of COVID. We’ve
been reaching out to guys like that. We have
also seen a lot of guys that played Division
II and Division III ball. This will give those
guys an opportunity to play on a profes-
sional team, receive professional coaching
and to be a part of a professional organiza-

tion. We hope to see them stay with us for a
year or two and see them end up some-
where where they can make money,” said
Rogers.

Rogers was excited to see the turnout in
the two combines and was happy with the
atmosphere at each event.

“They came out and competed and it was
great to see,” Rogers said. “There was a real
sense of brotherhood and camaraderie at
the combine, guys cheering for each other
and rooting for one another. Just the fact
that they put themselves out there to test
the waters and see if it was a fit, I applaud
them. It was a great thing, there was a lot of
high-level talent.”

Moving forward, the team will look to fi-
nalize its roster and build chemistry quick-
ly as it eyes its initial contests. More than
anything, the Pirates look forward to be-
coming a staple in Rhode Island sports.

“We want to represent Rhode Island,
South Eastern Mass and Connecticut well
and that will be our draw. We’re not looking
outside of this region,” Rogers said. “We
want that fan support. Now that the Paw-
sox are out of town, this may make even
more people check us out. We also want to
give back to the community, we work with
Help The Homeless RI, Providence Animal
Rescue League. Giving back to the commu-
nity is really important to us.”

■ Pirates
(Continued from page 11)

TRYOUTS: Local basketball players take part in the Pirates’ combine.
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REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS —
Place YOUR Ad Here!

Only 
$1750

 Per Week
(10-Week Commitment)

Call Sue at 732-3100

I BUY HOUSES
THAT NEED HELP!

No Cash to Fix? Problems - Big or Small?
Need Major Cleanouts? Overdue Taxes & Mortgage Problems?

All Properties Considered.
 • No Missed Appointments
 • No Contractors
 • No Realtors
 • No Bank Inspections
 • Just CASH IN HAND!
Call Scott at 401-487-7274

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
Call Natalie today

for info 

732-3100

this weekend.
Many, actually, most events were

rescheduled or postponed to later
dates. At least in the Beacon Commu-
nications coverage area. Some of the is-
sues regarded scheduling conflicts
with officials, others involved schools
not being quite ready to host games,
some involved the opposing schools
and their own problems.

I was actually looking forward to
catching some indoor track and field
action on Saturday morning, but the
Providence Career and Technical Insti-
tute along with the coaches association
decided to not allow media for the
opening events. 

As happy and excited as I am to be
back and to see the student-athletes
have something to enjoy, it is clear how
much different and tough this winter
season will be to pull off.

Do I expect to make it through and
see everything work out? Yes, the sea-
son is only going to be a month long, it
would be pretty hard to cancel it at this
point.

And yes, let me be fair, this was the
first weekend and schools didn’t even
know if they would be cleared to host
events until the middle of last week.
There were going to obviously be some
bumps along the way in the early go-
ing. I understand that.

But overall, I think the way this first
weekend went is a sign of things to
come. Nothing unexpected or drastic,
but I think that it is a reminder that we
need to all be patient and continue to
work together to get back to normal.
We have made some progress, but
have a ways to go.

I’m starting with me on this. I have
to be more patient. Of course, I am ab-
solutely not complaining about the
scheduling difficulties over the past

week. It’s frustrating, but I am well
aware of the necessity of implement-
ing the appropriate safety precautions
and making sure they are executed at
each step. The risk is simply not one
worth taking, so I am totally under-
standing of why things are choppy.

But in general, these types of issues
will likely continue to come up in the
next month, there is still plenty of
work to be done, so let’s remember to
appreciate what we have and to do our
best to make the most of this uncertain
season. 

In my opinion, with the results of
this past weekend’s NFC Champi-
onship game, New England finally re-
ceived the answer of the Tom Brady-
Bill Belichick debate. Brady was more
valuable to the Patriots run of success
than Belichick was.

And I do not say that lightly, I have
been a Belichick sympathizer up until
now. 

We all know the truth, though. Nei-
ther of these guys would have been as
successful without the other. Would
Brady be a hall of fame player had he
been drafted elsewhere? Yes. Would
Belichick have been a hall of fame
coach had he never crossed paths with
Brady? Yes.

However, would each of these guys
have reached the heights that they did,
being considered arguably the best to
ever do it at their respective positions?
That is a much closer call.

But back to the question at hand.
The reason I always sided with Bill

was because he was the brains of the
organization. Owner Rober Kraft put
the pieces in place, but Bill was the one
who really got everything organized to
set sail.

Belichick has installed a stable, con-
sistent program for the past 20 years.
Prior to this past season, he found suc-
cess even without Brady.

Brady fit into Bill’s system perfectly

as well - a hardworking, structured
quarterback with an eye for detail and
was willing to put the team first.

Those are the reasons I always
leaned Bill. It was his system, his pro-
gram, his culture. Brady was drafted in
the sixth round for a reason as well, he
was not ready to hit the ground run-
ning right out of college and as we all
know, this team was defense-first in
the first three championship runs. The
next three were Brady’s years.

Now, as the Patriots are getting
ready to draft the highest they have in
awhile and are licking their wounds
after a disappointing 7-9 season, Brady
and the Bucs are getting ready to take
on the defending champion Chiefs in
the Super Bowl. Crazy.

It was not always pretty for Tampa
Bay this year. There were some clear
growing pains in the first half of the
season between Brady fitting into their
scheme and incorporating his own
ideas, as well as just the building of fa-
miliarity with one another.

But down the stretch, this team start-
ed clicking and Brady has been play-
ing Brady-like football. Sure, those
three interceptions were not anything
to boast about this past weekend, but
he and the offense made enough plays
to scoot past Aaron Rodgers and the
Green Bay Packers and got the job
done.

Now, to be fair, Brady had no excuse
not to play well this year. The Tampa
roster is loaded unlike any roster I
have seen. Mike Evans, Chris Godwin,
Rob Gronkowski, Antonio Brown,
Leonard Fournette, Cameron Brate, a
pair of young rising wideouts. Brady
had everything he needed.

But make no mistake about it. Brady
proved this year that the quarterback
position is more important than the
head coach. They work hand in hand
and things are at their best when each
is performing well, but the point has
been made. Brady wins. 

against East Greenwich, and had a
chance to tie the game in the final sec-
onds but came up short.

Despite the rocky start, coach
Meghan Reall is optimistic when look-
ing at the team’s progress between the
two games.

“It was definitely two tough teams to
come out with, especially Scituate who is
a really good team and has a few players
that have been together for a while. That’s
kind of what I preached to the girls after
that game. We had our ups and downs,
we were a little bit nervous with it being
the first game, and outside of my three
(upperclassmen) we are a group of kids
that have only been together for 10 days,”
said Reall.

Reall added: “We watched some
film, saw some things we did well, saw
some things we need to work on. The
loss (against East Greenwich) was a
heartbreaker. There was a lot of im-
provement since the first game and
their confidence level was better. They
played hard, hit shots when they had
to hit shots, so that was a tough one.
But the girls were able to see the po-
tential that this team does have.”

Tori Viau had led the Panthers, scor-
ing a combined 35 points to this point.
Ava Waterman has scored 14 through
two games. 

“I definitely expect (Viau) to keep
doing that but teams are going to start
to learn that, so she’ll have to work
even harder which I know she can do,”
said Reall of Viau’s hot start. “She’s ab-
solutely a huge part of our offense.
(Against EG), she kept saying, ‘We

need points, we need points right now,
I know we need to score,’ and she did.
She took it upon herself and she did.
We need that, someone to put the team
on their back and to hit big shots like
she did.”

With a shortened season, the pres-
sure will be on in the next few games.
Johnston played St. Ray’s on Thursday,
but the results were not available at
press time.

“I told them that the things that we
did against East Greenwich were the
things that we are going to need to do,
and we’ll put the pieces of the puzzle
together. We just need to keep at it,
working hard at practice, and things
will fit together the way they need to
when it matters,” said Reall. “Two
games are not reflective of the type of
team that we are. Positivity is the
biggest thing for this year.”

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 11)

■ Pitch
(Continued from page 11)

CALLING THE SHOTS: Johnston point guard Emily Iannuccilli callls out a play.
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Commission sets agenda, bass to be discussed

The final agenda and meeting
materials for the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission’s
(ASMFC) 2021 Winter Meeting
Webinar (Feb. 1-4, 2021) are now
available at
http://www.asmfc.org/home/20
21-winter-meeting-webinar; click
on the relevant Board/Committee
name to access the documents for
that Board/Committee. For ease of
access, all meeting documents
have been combined into one doc-
ument: Main Meeting Materials.

The ASMFC managers most of
the fish species recreational an-
glers like to catch and eat in State
waters from the three mile limit to
shore and inland. Commission
Board meetings that are of particu-
lar interest to anglers include the
Summer Flounder, Scup and Black
Sea Bass Board; an important
American Striped Bass Board
meeting where the stock assess-
ment timeline and the new pro-
posed circle hook regulations
could be voted on as a final action;
as well as an Atlantic Menhaden
Management Board meeting and a
number of other species meetings.

Supplemental materials were
posted to the website on Wednes-
day, Jan. 27. The Commission may
adjust this agenda in accordance
with the actual duration of Board
meetings. If meetings run late the

next meeting may start later than
originally planned.

Board meeting proceedings will
be broadcast daily via webinar be-
ginning Monday, Feb. 1 at  9:30
a.m. and continuing daily until the
conclusion of the meeting (expect-
ed to be 4:30 p.m.) on Thursday,
Feb. 4. The webinar will allow reg-
istrants to listen to board delibera-
tions and view presentations and
motions as they occur. To register
for the webinar go to https://at-
tendee.gotowebinar.com/regis-
ter/4886491769864000527, Webi-
nar ID# 151-774-483.

Each day, the webinar will begin
30 minutes prior to the start of the
first meeting so that people can
troubleshoot any connectivity or
audio issues they may encounter.
If you are having issues with the
webinar (connecting to or audio
related issues), please contact
Chris Jacobs at 703.842.0790.

Striped Bass Board meeting

The Commission’s Striped Bass
Board will be meeting to discuss a
revised draft of the “Public Infor-
mation Document” (PID) for
Amendment 7 to the Atlantic
Striped Bass Management plan,
but also to discuss discard mortal-
ity and state circle hook mandate
compliance.

Capt. John McMurray, ASMFC
member and president of the
American Saltwater Guides Asso-
ciation said, “Of course recreation-
al discards are high, as they are
high in any fishery that is valued
primarily as a sport fishery. We
need to and we have mandated
gear requirements e.g. circle hooks
in bait fisheries that will reduce re-
lease mortality where it can be re-
duced, and yes, there should be
outreach on better handling tech-
niques, but overall, it is foolish to
think we can effectively address

high discards in this fishery be-
cause people will always practice
catch and release, whether it’s vol-
untary or size-limit driven.”

McMurray continued, “A 9 per-
cent discard mortality rate isn’t
terribly high in my opinion, and
it’s simply part of the fishery and
should be accepted as such. One
thing is crystal clear. Turning dis-
cards/releases into harvest will
drive fishing mortality higher by
orders of magnitude, and that cer-
tainly isn’t a solution, although
some still seem to be hanging onto
it.”

The Stipend Bass Board is ex-
pected to take a look at a revised
Public Information Documents at
next week’s meeting before ap-
proving it for public comment
with public hearings on Amend-
ment 7 likely held in the spring.

A few things to watch include
the revisiting of the Goals and Ob-
jectives of the management plan.
Capt. McMurray said, “This opens
the door to completely alter how
we manage striped bass, and if we
aren’t very vocal about our inter-
ests during the public comment
period things could go bad quick-
ly. We also need to keep a close eye
on the reference point and man-
agement trigger comments. These
could seriously lower the bar on
what a healthy stock looks like
and how the board reacts to prob-
lems in the fishery.”

On a positive note in regard to
Amendment 7 McMurray said,
“There’s also a few opportunities
to really improve things. For one,
we have a real opportunity to im-
prove on how the Commission
does Conservation Equivalency
(CE) – allowing states to craft their
own equivalent (on paper) regula-
tions. Some states clearly use it to
liberalize regulations. And for sure
we can clarify some parameters
around CE regulations and of

course ask for some state account-
ability when they fail, which they
often do.”

Where’s the bite?

Freshwater fishing is focusing
on large and smallmouth bass.
John Littlefield of Archie’s Bait &
Tackle, Riverside, said, “Things
are kind of slow. We are in-be-
tween ice fishing, shore and kayak
fishing. Not enough ice to ice fish
in most ponds, but too much ice to
launch a kayak or fish from shore
in some places… Some anglers are
trout fishing in ponds stocked by
the states of RI and MA.” For 2021
licensing information and a list of
trout stocked ponds in Rhode Is-
land visit

http://www.dem.ri.gov/pro-
grams/fish-wildlife/freshwater-
fisheries; and in Massachusetts
visit www.mass.gov/freshwater-
fishing-information . 

Cod fishing. Party boats fishing
for cod this winter (weather per-
mitting include) the Frances Fleet
at www.francesfleet.com , the Sev-
en B’s at www.sevenbs.com, and
the Island Current at www.island-
current.com. 

Dave Monti holds a captain’s mas-
ter license and a charter fishing li-
cense. He is a RISAA board member, a
member of the RI Party & Charter
Boat Association, the American Salt-
water Guides Association and the RI
Marine Fisheries Council. Forward
fishing news and photos to Capt.
Dave at dmontifish@verizon.net

No Fluke

BY CAPTAIN

DAVE MONTI

STRIPED BASS: Capt. Monti with a striped bass caught in Narra-
gansett Bay with a circle hook using chucks of fresh Atlantic menhaden.
Striped bass, circle hooks and an Amendment to the striped bass man-
agement plan will be discussed at next week’s Atlantic Marine Fisheries
Commission meeting. (Submitted photo)
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965  Rubbish Removal

������������������

Garages ●    Basements
Small Demolitions 

Reliable Service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

963  Roofing

Rawlinson Home
Improvements, Inc.
Your Local Roofing &

Painting Company
A Great Job at a Great Price

Small Roof Repairs to Total
Replacement

401-529-0649
Call Brian for a Free Estimate

Reg. #10690

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.

Insured ● Reg. #27176 ●#RI877

401-647-9606

949  Fencing

�����������������

Professional installations of
Vinyl ●    Wood ● Aluminum

Chainlink  Fences
Insured ● Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

929  Home
Improvements

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing ● Siding ●     Gutters ●     Decks

Dennis
732-9218 Reg. #31803

933  Electrical
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939  Moving & Storage

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured
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3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON
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AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________
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# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIGIT CODE________________

$10.00/Week
$12.00 w/Bold

$11.00/Week
$13.00 w/Bold

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM�
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Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
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ATTENTION
to your ad
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Only $2.00
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948  Plastering

Business Services ads start at $32/wk. for the Johnston
Sun Rise, Warwick Beacon & Cranston Herald and run for

4 or more consecutive weeks. Call Sue @ 732-3100.

Winter Cleanups
Yards � Attics - Cellars

Garages �Buildings 
Moving? I can help!

Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
Free Estimates! 741-2781

945  Painting

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ● Craig

378-8525  ● 743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial ❖Residential

Interior & Exterior
Painting ❖ Wallpaper

Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100 Insured

Ocean State Painting
& Property Maintenance
Interior & Exterior Painting

Handyman Work
Alex  414-9285

RI Reg. #44342

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs

Historic Restorations
Painting

Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion

ALL MAINTENANCE
Reg. #4114 ★ Member BBB ★ Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369

CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

500  Help Wanted

936  Handyman

John’s Construction
�����������������

���������������

���������

942-1729
15% Off next project w/ad.
���� ����������������������

600  Apartments For Rent

CONIMICUT: 2 Bedrooms.
No utilities included.
$1,200/mo. Call 771-9970.

750  Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any con-
dition!! Quick sale!! House
needs work? We don’t mind.
Call 401-595-8703.

OFFICE SPACE: For rent in
Holistic Health Center on
Providence’s East Side.
Shared waiting room, large
(12x16) room, zone heating,
good light, good parking. For
details, call Mark Brody, MD
at 401-861-4643.

650  Store/Office For Rent

500  Help Wanted

Business
Services

HELP! WERE YOU IN your
mid-20s in Warwick during the
1980s? Did you have kids of
that era?  Do you know the
name Kathy Nicastro, maiden
name, married to David Luon-
go. Her murder, 5/24/84, by
strangulation, is still an open
cold case. East Greenwich
Highschool class of 1974.
Lived on Hamilton Ave.
Worked at Hospital Trust
Bank (’74-’77) and Bostich
(’77-’82), worked out at Holi-
day Health & Fitness. Can
you help? All info welcome.
Anonymity protected. hidden-
homici de@gmail.com

For Lease - Retail/Office
Gov. Francis Shopping Center ~

850 S.F. with Full Basement.
Join Newport Creamery, Marty’s
Advance Auto, Planet Fitness! 

Sholes Properties 401-463-5600

005  Announcements

050  Business Services

LAWN CUTTING: Seekings-
mall homes. Most pay 20 dol-
lars or less. Call 523-1660.

050  Business Services

LAWN CUTTING: Seekings-
mall homes. Most pay 20 dol-
lars or less. Call 523-1660.

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT:
Teeter Invetsion table, brand
new. Slim Fit exercise bike.
$200. Call 738-2648.

MOVING: GARAGE, TOOL &
Paint Equipment sale. For
more information, call 828-
6450.

215  Misc. For Sale

CNAS HOME CARE: Flexible
schedules. All areas avail-
able. Call 401-943-6230.

520  Medical Help Wanted

CNA TRAINED: OVER 20
years experienced. Many ref-
erences. BCI. $16/hr.  Barb
275-3667.

540  Jobs/Situations
Wanted

755  Commercial Rentals

CRANSTON Non-Profit seeks
person to monitor and update
it’s website remotely on an
hourly contract basis. Call
Don at 401-487-2987.

500  Help Wanted
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